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The ma chine is us: educa tion 
a nd cyborg theory a fter AI



1 Haraway’s cyborg manifesto: possibilities 
a nd rifts post-AI

2  W ha t does this mea n for critica l edtech?

3  Three exa mples of plea sures, experiences 
a nd powers with serious potentia l for 
cha nging the rules of the ga me



a socialist-feminist take 
on the question of 
political subjectivity 
and an (ironic) 
interrogation of the 
relation between 
organism and machine 
as a ‘border war’

1 The cyborg manifesto: possibilities and rifts post-AI

the transgressive 
potential of boundary 
breakdowns and 
departures from 
traditional categories 
of difference:
human – animal
human – machine
physical – non-physical

‘The machine is us, our 
processes, an aspect of 
our embodiment. We 
can be responsible for 
machines; they do not 
dominate or threaten 
us. We are responsible 
for boundaries; we are 
they.’ (p180)

Haraway, D. (1991) ‘A Cyborg Manifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist-Feminism in the Late 
Twentieth Century.’ Simians, Cyborgs, and Women. 149 –181.



What critical value does ‘the 
ma chine is us’ hold in 2025?



‘There is no fundamental, 
ontologica l sepa ra tion in our 
forma l knowledge of ma chine 
a nd orga nism, of technica l a nd 
orga nic. The replica nt Ra chel in 
Bla de Runner sta nds a s the 
ima ge of a  cyborg culture’s fea r, 
love, a nd confusion.’
p178



‘What we are doing with Lattice is 
to deliver a s much a utonomy 
a cross tha t entire kill cha in to put 
tha t huma n being on-the-loop so 
tha t they ca n ma ke better 
decisions fa ster…beca use they 
ha ve a n intelligent system tha t’s 
incorpora ting sensor da ta , 
pla tforms, vehicles.’ 
Anduril chief stra tegy officer Chris Brose in Defense One, 
October 10 th 2024

The Bolt-M drone pushes right up to the limits of the Pentagon principle that 
robotic weapons should always have a person involved in lethal decisions.



‘From one perspective, a cyborg world is about the final 
imposition of a  grid of control on the pla net…

The politica l struggle is to see from both perspectives a t 
once beca use ea ch revea ls both domina tions a nd 
possibilities unima gina ble from the other va nta ge point.’
p178

From a nother perspective, a  cyborg world might be a bout 
lived socia l a nd bodily rea lities in which people a re not 
a fra id of their joint kinship with a nima ls a nd ma chines, 
not a fra id of perma nently pa rtia l identities a nd 
contra dictory sta ndpoints. 

2  W ha t does this mea n for critica l edtech?



‘Ambivalence towards the disrupted 
unities media ted by high-tech 
culture requires not sorting 
consciousness into ca tegories of 
‘clea r-sighted critique grounding a  
solid politica l epistemology’ versus 
‘ma nipula ted fa lse consciousness’,

but subtle understa nding of 
emerging plea sures, experiences, 
a nd powers with serious potentia l 
for cha nging the rules of the ga me’. 
p172-3



3 Three kinds of pleasures, 
experiences a nd powers with 
serious potentia l for cha nging the 
rules of the ga me



Acceleration

Ca n we accelerate AI…’to rupture the 
habits and memories of education?’.

‘The opportunity of the present moment 
may be to let go of the desire for control 
that underpins the policy sciences… 
rather than to pursue control of a different 
kind.’
Webb, P. Taylor, Sellar, S. and Gulson, K. N. (2020). ‘Anticipating 
Education: Governing Habits, Memories and Policy-Futures’. 
Learning, Media and Technology 45 (3): 284 –97. p.294.



‘the unknown unknowns of both the 
subject a nd the politica l ima gina tion 
ca n only be ta ken ba ck a nd built 
a new by ena cting a  politica l a ffinity 
with the ma chine, a nd by wa y of 
considering its very logic. 

Might this a ffinity become a  pa th for 
developing a n entirely new, 
inhuma n logic of becoming-subject 
…beyond the white-ma le constructs 
of pa ra noid huma nism?’. 

Majaca, A. and Parisi, L (2016) The Incomputable and Instrumental 
Possibility. E-Flux 77: 1 –6. p.3.

Stephanie Dinkins (2016) A Black woman crying. Text to image using RunwayML.



Desire

‘Thinking directed 
towa rds cha nging the 
world a nd informing the 
desire to cha nge it.’

Bloch, Ernst (1986). The Principle of Hope. 
Vol. 1. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.



‘The point is not for utopia to 
a ssign ‘true’ or ‘just’ goa ls to 
desire but ra ther to educa te 
desire, to stimula te it, to a wa ken 
it – not to a ssign it a  goa l but to 
open a  pa th for it…. 

Desire must be ta ught to desire, 
to desire better, to desire more, 
a nd a bove a ll to desire 
otherwise.’

Abensour, Miguel. 1999 . ‘W illia m Morris: The Politics of 
Roma nce’. In William Morris: The Politics of Romance. San 
Francisco: City Lights Books. p.145.

Desire #2. Marta Goldby (2024)



Bayne, S. (2023). Digital education utopia. 
Learning, Media and Technology, 49(3), 506 –521.



Education should be more like music

‘ca n we reconceive educa tion a s 
ha ving its own unique a esthetic 
qua lities, like a rt or music, which 
ha ve the power to elicit emotion 
a nd a re thus a ffective?’

O sberg, D. a nd Biesta , G. (2021). ‘Beyond Curriculum: 
Groundwork for a  Non-Instrumenta l Theory of Educa tion’. 
Educational Philosophy and Theory 53 (1).



‘The rela tion to this world 
ma kes music, pa rticula rly in 
socia l terms, seismogra phic, it 
reflects cra cks under the socia l 
surfa ce, expresses wishes for 
cha nge, bids us to hope.’
Bloch, Ernst (1986). The Principle of Hope. Vol. 1. 
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

El Jaleo. John Singer Sargent (1882) 

Thank you
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